


Who we are

We are a small group of concerned parents that decided to take action on 
this rather absurd situation, to keep our kids' options as open as they are 
for any other student, as it rightfully should be. Beyond our children’s 
welfare, we are also moved by contributions to the success of valuable 
initiatives to offer educational options, such as BGA’s, and to do away 
with nonsensical practices in our Public Administration. 

This presentation is made by: 
Pedro Almeida 
Matthijs Jaspers



Welcome!
The primary objective for the webinar is to lay-out 
and clarify all aspects pertaining this parents-driven 
initiative – hopefully deserving your endorsement to it 
Let’s get it done 

We will have a A.M.A. slot at the end where BGA 
can and will address any other concerns you may 
have 
Park them till then, please



AGENDA

What we will adress today: 

• Uni Application Criteria: Academics & Process 
• Discrimination to BGA Learners, our kids 
• Next steps 
• A.M.A.* (incl. BGA / Tim V)



Academics Sources: 
Criteria & Process: https://eportugal.gov.pt/servicos/candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior 
Int’l student: https://files.dre.pt/1s/2014/03/04800/0181801821.pdf (artigo 3º)

✓ Portuguese national 
✓ Foreigner legal resident for the last two years 
✓ EU citizen

Portuguese High-School (12th 
grade) 
or foreign equivalent

Entrance examination (course 
dependent) 
or foreign equivalent

https://eportugal.gov.pt/servicos/candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior#candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior%23candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior%23candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior
https://files.dre.pt/1s/2014/03/04800/0181801821.pdf#0181801821%230181801821


Academics 
UK equivalent to Portuguese High-School

Sources: 
http://www.dge.mec.pt/equivalencias-estrangeiras →Portaria n.o 224/2006, de 8/03 (anex VIII / UK) 
[https://files.diariodarepublica.pt/1s/2006/03/048b00/17191724.pdf]

http://www.dge.mec.pt/equivalencias-estrangeiras#equivalencias-estrangeiras%23equivalencias-estrangeiras%23equivalencias-estrangeiras
https://files.diariodarepublica.pt/1s/2006/03/048b00/17191724.pdf#17191724%2317191724


Academics Sources: 
Criteria & Process: https://eportugal.gov.pt/servicos/candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior 
Int’l student: https://files.dre.pt/1s/2014/03/04800/0181801821.pdf (artigo 3º)

✓  Portuguese national 
✓  Foreigner legal resident for the last two years 
✓  EU citizen

Portuguese High-School (12th 
grade) 
or foreign equivalent

Entrance examination (course 
dependent) 
or foreign equivalent

✓  

https://eportugal.gov.pt/servicos/candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior#candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior%23candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior%23candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior
https://files.dre.pt/1s/2014/03/04800/0181801821.pdf#0181801821%230181801821


Academics 
CAIE equivalent to Portuguese Entrance Examination

Sources: 
https://www.dges.gov.pt/pt/pagina/substituicao-de-provas-de-ingresso-por-exames-estrangeiros-
artigo-20o?plid=593 
→ https://files.diariodarepublica.pt/2s/2024/05/099000000/0020000215.pdf

http://www.dge.mec.pt/equivalencias-estrangeiras#equivalencias-estrangeiras%23equivalencias-estrangeiras%23equivalencias-estrangeiras
http://www.dge.mec.pt/equivalencias-estrangeiras#equivalencias-estrangeiras%23equivalencias-estrangeiras%23equivalencias-estrangeiras


Academics Sources: 
Criteria & Process: https://eportugal.gov.pt/servicos/candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior 
Int’l student: https://files.dre.pt/1s/2014/03/04800/0181801821.pdf (artigo 3º)

✓  Portuguese national 
✓  Foreigner legal resident for the last two years 
✓  EU citizen

Portuguese High-School (12th 
grade) 
or foreign equivalent

Entrance examination (course 
dependent) 
or foreign equivalent

✓  

✓  

https://eportugal.gov.pt/servicos/candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior#candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior%23candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior%23candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior
https://files.dre.pt/1s/2014/03/04800/0181801821.pdf#0181801821%230181801821


Admission process Sources: 
Criteria & Process: https://eportugal.gov.pt/servicos/candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior 
Int’l student: https://files.dre.pt/1s/2014/03/04800/0181801821.pdf (artigo 3º)

• ENES File (application code) 
• Access to application platform 

Applying from PT

Applying from the EU

https://eportugal.gov.pt/servicos/candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior#candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior%23candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior%23candidatar-se-ao-ensino-superior
https://files.dre.pt/1s/2014/03/04800/0181801821.pdf#0181801821%230181801821


Process: applying from PT

• ENES File (application code) 
• Access to application platform 

Applying from PT

Applying from the EU

ENES file

High-School



Process: applying from the EU

High-School

Claim form Detailed certificate

x6 
(min)

x3 
(min)



Process: conclusion

Applying from PT

Applying from the EU

ENES file

Claim form Detailed certificate

x6 
(min)

x3 
(min)

High-School



Discrimination to BGA Learners

As students and parents we are facing discrimination, in practical terms

• IGCSE and A-Levels are formally recognized in Portugal as equivalent to High-School and Final Exams 

• IGCSE and A-level certificates do not depend on Portugal’s definition of what a school is or should be; rather, their 
robustness relies on independent entities that produce, apply, and classify the corresponding exams (e.g., Pearson & 
Cambridge)

- Portuguese or legal residents 
- Attending accredited schools 

→ Are able to apply

- EU nationals or legal residents 

→ Are able to apply

- EU nationals or legal residents 

→ Unable to apply



AGENDA
Moral and Legal grounding for our standing our 
ground: 

• The Higher Education rules and procedures aim at 
governing access through prioritizing academic 
performance while ensuring candidates’ compliance 
to compulsory high-school education 

• How candidates achieved the necessary certificates to 
apply is not part of the criteria 

• The acceptance of applications by non-residents is a 
case in point 

• Yet, on the same diplomas, our children’s application 
is denied



Next steps

• We seek a balanced approach, with no 
discrimination, based on academic 
performance alone 

• We seek a way for our kids’ applications to be 
accepted in equal terms to any other 
Portuguese national/resident or EU applicant 

• We seek to see it addressed in the coming 6 
months 

• 453 people demonstrated interest in supporting 
the cause – mobilized in one week, without 
much hassle

Step 1: meet the Secretary of State



• Depending on the Government’s stance and 
action: 

● If positive: A gracious ‘Thank you’ for 
listening and swiftly solving the issue 

● If non-interested or negative 
1) Expand awareness and mobilize support 
for a petition with concrete steps to solving 
the issue 

	 	 	 … or 
1) File an action against the Portuguese 
Government for refusing or neglecting to 
act on this absurd discrimination

Step 2: tbdNext steps



Ask Me Anything


